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Impact Story: René Chavez - Team Lead, Cafe 4 Good

I would like to start off by introducing myself. My name is René Alemao Chavez. | am the Team
Lead at Café4Good and one of the many people who have been impacted greatly by this
wonderful project. | have worked here since November of 2024, hired on through one of the
board members as a Peer Support/Team Lead. | was introduced to and subsequently inspired
by the amazing people behind the project and quickly found where | could be of value to the
team at Grocer and Café4Good.

You see, having recently come out of a life of crime and violence, chronic drug addiction,
homelessness, prison and mental health, the idea of a Social Enterprise aiming at the
development of work and life skills in the lives of young people with barriers not unlike my own,
not only seemed like the perfect resource for me at the time, barely a year sober, but also the
perfect opportunity to give back what was so freely given to me from a variety of different
resources over the years; except through a unique combination of resources delivered through
the hospitality industry. This was something | had never heard of before and yet could see very
clearly the intent and purpose behind it right away.

It has been my experience navigating through the system for over 20 years that places such as
Café4Good are few and far between. The stigma very much associated with social and mental
health services, agencies and resources across different cultures and ethnicities is something
very real in our country. | know first hand how big of a barrier in and of itself this was for me
throughout my life time and continues to be for many of my peers today. However, here at
Café4Good, the stigma behind some of these things ceases to exist. It's different here.

Here at Café/Grocer4Good | have been welcomed with open arms, respected, valued,
supported and understood. | have been given creative and artistic liberty in the workplace,
placed in a position of leadership, prized with the responsibility of teaching and sharing with
others the value of hard work, discipline, punctuality, honesty, kindness, patience, service and
so much more.

Today my life is but a shadow of what it used to be, in part, due to the love and amazing support
I've received here.



